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OCTOBER IN OUR CHURCHES
I’m sure we’ve all been saddened by the death of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth. You probably know that Holy Trinity Church was open during part of
each day up to September 19th when the State Funeral took place. During this
time many people from our village community have signed the Book of
Condolence.
There’s a lot to look forward to during October, starting with the Mothers’
Union Coffee Morning on Saturday 1st and our Holy Trinity Harvest Festival
Morning Praise service at 10.30 on October 2nd (see advert giving details of
Project 5000 gifts and Water Aid donations).
The following weekend (8th and 9th) we look forward to seeing you at TRINITY,
our festival of music, arts and craft. There’s a really enjoyable Saturday
evening concert in prospect and on Sunday afternoon craft stalls to view and,
if you wish, to buy from, as well as dance and further musical entertainment.
Last year’s TRINITY was such a lovely event – if you weren’t part of it then do
make sure you don’t miss out this year.
There’s another Coffee Morning on Saturday 29th, this time in aid of the
Children’s Society and Church Mission Society. Over the years this has really
grown in popularity – all are welcome! You will find a loose order form for
Children’s Society Christmas Cards in this magazine. You’ll also be able to see
(at full size) and order the cards at the Coffee Morning.
The following day (Sunday 30th at 6pm) our All Souls service to remember
those who have died will be held. During this service the names of loved ones
no longer with us are read out. A list for providing these names will be
available in church during October.
Although Christmas is still a long way off I need to mention this year’s
Christmas Tree Festival which will be on December 1st to 4th. Starting in early
October there will also be boxes at the back of Holy Trinity into which we’d
like you to place donations of raffle prizes, tombola prizes and bottles for the
mystery bottle stall.
Richard Hudson
P.S. If this magazine reaches you by Saturday September 24th there’s still time for
you to attend the Charnwood Orchestra Concert at Holy Trinity (7.30pm). Tickets
available at the door - £14, Concessions £12, Under 18s £5 (cash only). See
September magazine for programme details etc.

The sermon preached by the Reverend Clive Watts at a Special
Commemoration Service Marking the Death of Her late Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II.
Holy Trinity Church, Barrow-upon-Soar.
Sunday 18th September 2022, 6.00pm.
May I speak in the name of God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
We gather this evening to commemorate Her late Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II. We do so with sorrow at her passing, coming together to
comfort one another in our grief. We remember especially His Majesty
King Charles III, her three other children, eight grandchildren and
twelve great-grandchildren, remembering Jesus promise that “Blessed
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” (Matthew 5:4)
But as we gather, we also look back with gratitude for all the Queen
has given in service of her people, our nation, the commonwealth, and
the world, and in doing so we give thanks for her life. The Bishop of
Leicester, the Right Reverend Martyn Snow, said “She was a great gift
to our country, ruling for 70 years with complete dedication to her
people and to her vocation. She succeeded in being Queen for all of us,
whatever our status, beliefs, or background. As we all know, she was
held in deep respect and admiration across the world, by both ordinary
people and international leaders.”
On Tuesday of this week, I along with many thousands of people had
the privilege of being able to pay my personal respects to Her late
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and to see her leave St Giles’ Cathedral in
Edinburgh for the journey to Buckingham Palace. As I did so I was
struck by that sense of deep and profound respect and admiration, so
very evident among the crowds gathered on the Royal Mile. Not only
was she the Queen, a great Monarch and Head of State, but also a
woman held in deep love and respect by the people she both ruled and
served.

On her 21st birthday the Queen famously said, “I declare before you all
that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your
service.” Today we give thanks for a long life of devoted service,
traveling all over the country and Commonwealth, meeting millions of
people from all walks of life. She has had fifteen Prime Ministers, and
met with Heads of State the world over, serving at the very heart of
our country with dedication and enthusiasm. Yet she was also the
Queen of the people. Those who, like me, have had the honour of
meeting Her Majesty in person and exchanging a few words with her,
invariably speak of the genuine warmth and generosity of those
encounters.
This dedication to service, commitment to nation and people, and
gracious character owe much to Her late Majesty’s profound personal
faith. In her 2014 Christmas broadcast the Queen called Jesus Christ
her “inspiration, role-model and anchor.” The royal biographer, William
Shawcross, wrote “two things stand out about the Queen: her constant
sense of duty and her devotion to God. Her faith has shaped everything
she has done over her reign.”
In his sermon at Canterbury Cathedral last Sunday, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Most Reverend Justin Welby, said, “Her late Majesty
taught as much, if not more, about God and grace, both in words and
the actions that reinforced them, than any other contemporary figure.
We remember her not for what she had, but for what she gave.”
Her late Majesty’s example of faith and trust in God serves as an
inspiration to us all. In the prayers of coronation, the Queen offered
herself to God in humble and obedient service. Jesus’ example of
selfless service to humanity, even dying for our sake, has acted as a
guiding inspiration to our Queen throughout her reign. Her
commitment to God has served as the foundation and bedrock of her
life. Speaking of Her late Majesty’s death the Archbishop of Canterbury
said, “God graciously gave us the most wonderful example of a
Christian life and a Christian death.”

This profound, personal faith in God, gave the Queen a trust and hope
in the promises of Jesus Christ, who said: “Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there
are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there
you may be also.” (John 14:1-3) In common with all Christians the
Queen believed and trusted in the eternal life, with God in heaven,
described in our reading this evening, where “death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more.” (Revelation 21:4)
In her 2002 Christmas Broadcast the Queen referred to her faith
saying, “I know how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the
good times and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I draw strength
from the message of hope in the Christian Gospel.” The Queen had a
clear faith in that message of hope, knowing that Jesus Christ not only
died for our sins, but rose again at Easter to bring new life and hope, a
promise of the eternal life that is to come in the Kingdom of God. The
Archbishop of Canterbury described this hope, saying “The hope that is
certain expectation of the future, the hope of God who knows you,
loves you, finds you and rejoices in you. And her late Majesty knew
that, His Majesty trusts that, and from that trust
and knowledge comes the capacity to serve.”
As we gather to commemorate and give thanks
for Her late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, we can
take inspiration from her example. Like her we
are called to offer our lives in dedication to God
and service to neighbour. Following her
unwavering example and Jesus Command to
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, […]
and love your neighbour as yourself.” (Luke 10:27) Furthermore we can
share in her hope for eternal life trusting in the promises of Jesus who
is “the way, the truth and the life.” (John 14:6)
Amen.

Services at Holy Trinity, Barrow
October 2nd – 10.30am Morning Praise – Harvest Festival
6.00pm Holy Communion
October 9th – 10.30am Holy Communion
October 16th – 10.30am Holy Communion
6.00pm Healing Service
October 23rd – 10.30am Holy Communion
October 30th - 10.30am Group Holy Communion Service (at Barrow)
6.00pm Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving (All Souls)
Wednesdays - 10.30am Holy Communion (12th/26th)/Morning Prayer (5th/19th)

Service at St. Mary’s, Walton
There are no services at St. Mary’s during October. Do join us at Holy
Trinity, Barrow.
FROM THE REGISTERS
BAPTISM:
We welcome into the Church Family those who have been baptised:
LILLIA ROBYN TAIT, Roman Close
HARRIET GRACE PHILLIPS, Damson Drive
DARCEY LILLY BOWLES, Buttermere Way
IRIS LUCIA BOWLES, Buttermere Way
JOSHUA HENRY BOWLES, Buttermere Way
CONFIRMATION:
We welcome and rejoice with those who have been confirmed:
BEN KINGSCOTT
MARRIAGES:
Congratulations to those recently married:
COLIN DAVID PARKINSON and CATHERINE HELEN WAGG
IN MEMORIAM:
EDWARD ROY PRINT

Confirmation service
Holy Trinity Church witnessed a very happy
event on September 4th when Bishop Saju
Muthalaly, the Bishop of Loughborough,
confirmed six candidates from four parishes
across our Deanery, including Ben Kingscott of
our own congregation.
Each of the candidates was presented to the
congregation by the person who had prepared
them, normally a member of their local clergy.
The candidates were then asked to affirm their
faith in Jesus Christ and were sprinkled with
water from the font. The bishop addressed
each of them and said, ‘God has called you by
name and made you his own’ and then, laying his hand on their heads, ‘Confirm,
O God, your servant with your Holy Spirit.’
The Gospel reading was Luke 5: 1-11 about Jesus using Simon Peter’s fishing
boat to address a large crowd, and how afterwards, following Jesus’ direction
they caught an enormous haul of fish after
having previously caught nothing at all the
previous night. At the end of the passage,
after Simon, James and John had brought
their boats to shore, they left everything and
followed Jesus.
Bishop Saju preached a challenging sermon
based on this story. He is a wonderfully
enthusiastic speaker and certainly engaged
the congregation at the very start as he
declared in a loud voice, ‘I hate shopping!’
The second part of the service included Holy
Communion after which everyone enjoyed
coffee and cake.
Richard Hudson

Pastoral Letter
What can I do for you?
It sounds quite polite to some but it depends on where you’re standing. If
you are in a shop looking around it can be quite annoying and intrusive if
you just want to be left alone to look. Others may welcome and appreciate
the offer of help. If you are holding on during one of those interminable
telephone calls waiting for help from whatever provider it happens to be
you may be tempted to explode with the answer! Hopefully your query will
be answered and not passed on to someone else.
Jesus asked a few people a very similar question. Some deflected the
question with an explanation not answering Jesus. Maybe they were
unable to. Maybe they were never asked that question before or had
anyone pay any interest to their needs. Others were very clear about what
they wanted. Some didn’t even have to ask and Jesus did what they needed
and what they wanted. Others didn’t ask but just reached out wanting to
remain anonymous but not wanting to draw attention to themselves or
their condition.
As varied and as different as we all are so are the ways Jesus responds to
our individual needs, hopes, sorrows and griefs. At times he wants us to put
words to our feelings. Other times he just sits with us and waits for us.
Maybe he sends someone along and they help us to express our feelings
and thoughts. Either way there is always a place in our lives for us to tell
Jesus what it is he can do for us.
The issue for some is where. Where can I do this and with whom? This year
a Healing Service has started on the third Sunday of the month at Holy
Trinity Barrow and this is an opportunity to tell Jesus what we need or
indeed what friends or family may need and for someone to pray with or
for us. It is a very quiet meditative time when we can wait, without any
pressure, to listen out for those precious words: What can I do for you? A
time when maybe we can reach out or put into words what is on our
hearts.
Mike Hyde, Reader Minister

Dear Members
We will finally be able to hold a Coffee Morning on Saturday 1st October in aid
of MU projects. We hope you can attend. Gifts of cakes and raffle prizes are
much appreciated.
Our speaker in September Ruth Fryer showed us lovely slides of the work of
Trade Craft and Fair Trade. She had been able to see the actual work in South
Africa.
MU Bowl:

October: Jean Cooke

November Annette Hall

Bob Edge our Ordinand is our speaker on Wednesday 5th October and his topic
will be ‘Faith and Working for the NHS.’
You will have heard that we have had to change the venue of our Christmas
lunch due to the closing of The Three Crowns. We have managed to book The
Greyhound at Burton on the Wolds Wednesday 7th December.
When the Christmas menu is sent to us we will be able to show you and ask you
to pre-book and maybe pay too. Keep in touch.
The MU is unable to hold our Cathedral Prayer Fellowship services as it is closed
for building work. Shepshed MU has agreed to host this on Thursday 27th
October at 11 am and it lasts approximately 25 minutes. Annette is hoping to
go.
Please let Annette if you can help with the programme next year.
Please remember our members who are too frail to come to our meetings and
all are very welcome to join us at our meetings. It was lovely to see Pauline on
her new mobility scooter.
Annette Hall 413331 Secretary

Holy Trinity HARVEST FESTIVAL Service
Do join us for our Harvest Festival
Morning Praise service at 10.30am on
SUNDAY OCTOBER 2nd.
At that service our offerings will be donated to
WaterAid which works to provide a clean and
consistent water supplies to the millions of people without them at present. A
good day to make sure you have some cash available.
We’d also appreciate your bringing small attractive food items or pot plants that
we can afterwards distribute as gifts.
I know that many of you regularly donate basic food items to Project 5000 but if
you’d like to make a special effort in this direction to add to the items brought
in by Hall Orchard School it would be much appreciated.
Could you spare a bit of time on Monday October 3rd to help to sort and pack
these goods? If so, please contact Beverley Lott (01509 412876) who is
coordinating this.
For further details see last month’s magazine.
Let’s celebrate Harvest together.
Richard
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
SUNDAY OCTOBER 30th at 6pm
ALL SOULS:

A Service of Remembering and Thanksgiving
for those who have died.
An opportunity to light a candle to remember loved ones and to have their
names read out during the service. Please write names on the list at the back
of church or contact Hannah in the office or Richard Hudson.

Please don’t forget the Mothers’ Union Coffee Morning at 10am on
Saturday October 1st. Coffee, cakes and company! All Welcome.

TRINITY
Celebrating local music, arts and craft
Holy Trinity Church, October 8th and 9th 2022
Saturday October 8th at 7.30pm (doors open 6.45pm)
Informal concert featuring local musicians –
Carillon String Quartet, Jeremy Kimber,
Jon Barwell, Philipa Jackson, James Martin and others.
Admission £5 (Under 16s free)
See website: www.barrowtrinityfestival.org for ways to buy tickets

Sunday October 9th 2pm to 6pm
Local dance and music performances
with displays of arts and crafts.
See website for full details
Admission free
Refreshments available on both days

COFFEE MORNING
in aid of

The Children’s Society and Church Mission Society
SATURDAY OCTOBER 29th 10 – 11.30am
An opportunity for regular contributors to these charities to bring
their boxes for emptying
Cake stall and Raffle
Children’s Society Christmas Cards on view

From the East Akeley Deanery Magazine
100 YEARS AGO
October 1922
The Choir Treat – The members of the choir, together with the organist, Miss M.
Wilson, Mr. F.C. Austin and the Vicar, had an enjoyable trip by char-a-banc to
Matlock on Saturday September 30th. Starting at 12 o’clock, the drive was much
enjoyed, and the rain on the journey home did not damp the spirits of the
younger members of the party, and the singing of songs and hymns enlivened
most of the way.
The Harvest Thanksgiving Service was held on Thursday September 28th at 7pm.
The church was beautifully decorated with fruit and flowers, for which we are
indebted to several friends. The service was heartily rendered and there was a
good congregation. The preacher was the Rev. R.E. Ellershaw, late Vicar of St.
Anne’s, Highgate, London.
The services were continued on the following Sunday and the total collection,
amounting to £19 12s. 10d, was divided between the Leicester Royal Infirmary
and the Loughborough Hospital. Most of the fruit and vegetables were
afterwards sent to the Leicester Infirmary, and a letter of thanks and
appreciation has been received by the secretary.
Girl Guides – With a view to starting a local company a meeting of Mothers and
those interested in the movement was held in the Church Room on Thursday
October 12th, when an address was given by Mrs. Charles Martin, Divisional
Commissioner.
On Tuesday October 17th the first meeting of Girls was held and Miss Chilton
and Miss Patricia Stone, and is Acting-Captain, explained the rules and objects
of the organisation. Several girls gave their names as wishing to join, and it is
hoped a Barrow Company will soon be formed. The meetings will be on Tuesday
nights in the Church Room, at 7.30pm.
Richard Hudson

HOLY TRINITY FLOODLIGHT SPONSORS FOR OCTOBER
DATE

SPONSOR

23rd Oct

Jean King

30th Oct

DEDICATION
In memory of my late husband Geoff
King

Betty, Lorraine,
Annabel,
In memory of my husband Brian Turner
Esther and
families

If you would like to dedicate the floodlights to a loved one then please get in
touch. My contact details are: David Laughton, Tel. (mob) 07913 953005,
(land) 01509 413609, or email DaveL1000@yahoo.co.uk

This year’s CHRISTMAS

TREE FESTIVAL
will be from

Thursday 1st to Sunday 4th December
in Holy Trinity Church
We are aiming to hold our traditional

Opening on Thursday
and a Christmas Singalong with Suzanne and Co. on Friday
with viewing of the trees throughout Friday, Saturday and Sunday
when you can also enjoy drinks, cakes and soups, win on the
tombola and buy some extra raffle tickets
Volunteers needed for setting up, providing and serving refreshments and
stewarding – do help us if you can
Full details in the November magazine
CHRISTMAS TREE RESTIVAL – your help would be appreciated…..Offers of
raffle prizes, tombola items and bottles for the bottle stall would be most
welcome. There will be boxes at the back of church once TRINITY is over
(October 9th) but there’s no reason why you can’t start collecting now!

Look out for CTF RAFFLE TICKETS in your NOVEMBER magazine

Greenbelt Festival
Greenbelt was back! The many
people who had booked and paid
to attend the 2020 Festival finally
had the opportunity to reap the
rewards. And what a great Bank
Holiday weekend we had with
four days of glorious weather and
some 250 events (not including
those for children and teenagers)
on offer. We were all at Boughton Hall, just south of Kettering and I camped
alongside Rev’d Clive and around a dozen of his friends, dedicated Greenbelters
all, who met through their involvement with Leicester Cathedral.
The Festival is built around arts, faith and justice and all three aspects were
amply represented. Some of you will remember that I joined an olive picking to
Bethlehem in 2019 to learn more about the repressive issues facing Palestinians
in the West Bank which I’d hear about at previous Greenbelts. This year there
was a greater emphasis on the Gaza strip which borders the Mediterranean.
Just over two million people live in a piece of land of a similar size to the Isle of
Wight. It is blockaded by the Israelis so that the people are unable to leave. At
Greenbelt there was an exhibition of paintings by Palestinian artists some of
whom have documented Israeli attacks such as that in 2014 when over 2000
were killed, 1400 of whom were civilians. One of the artists, a young woman
named Zaynab Al Qolaq, lost fourteen family members in one attack when the
building where they lived collapsed. She was pulled out of the wreckage after
twelve hours, the only survivor.
I heard Rowan Williams and Simon Armitage (Poet Laureate) reading and talking
about their poems, the Green Party MP Caroline Lucas talking about her passion
for the planet and what a single MP can hope to achieve and Jon Bell of the Iona
Community seeing God in the future of our world and its current problems. In a
different vein ‘Black is the Color of My Voice,’ a play documenting the often
unhappy life of the black American singer Nina Simone was a real highlight. It

was written and performed solo by Apphia Campbell, a wonderful actress and
singer in her own right and is currently in the middle of a nationwide tour. It
visits The Curve, Leicester on October 17th and 18th – do catch it if the idea
appeals.
I also enjoyed an Indian dance performance, music from folk to rock, and ‘Three
Men from the North’ a somewhat surrealist performance featuring amazing
circus skills which had some connection with the character of the Finnish
people.
As in the past the only Sunday morning event was the Communion service when
several thousand people gathered in front of the main stage. This year the
climate crisis was the focus of the service as we were all asked to imagine that
we were part of Greenbelt 2052 in two very different scenarios, the first of
which tried to portray the likely state of our planet if we continue to push the
causes of climate change into the background. The other, which seems the
more unlikely, offered a more positive viewpoint which could only be realised if
we are all prepared to accept, in the near future rather than in 2051, major
changes to our lifestyle.
Speaking of lifestyle, I must give a mention to food. Our camping group started
each day with a bacon sandwich but as the evenings approached it became
necessary to tour the site to decide which part of the world to visit in the form
of its culinary delights. On Monday evening, the final one, I joined the longest
food queue to enjoy the South Asian vegan street food. I didn’t join the queue
because it was the longest but more because it was always the longest!
Richard

Caring for Creation
When I was putting together the September magazine I totally forgot to write
a ‘Caring for Creation’ article, which I’d meant to include each month. Anyway,
as a link to the Greenbelt article here’s one of the hymns we sang at the
Communion service. You may think you know it, but read on……..
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

The purple headed mountains,
The rivers running by,
Are filled with deadly toxins,
Cascading from the sky.

The typhoons in the winter,
The burning summer sun,
The changes to the climate,
Have only just begun.

CHORUS A
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
We humans trashed them all.

REPEAT CHORUS A

Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
Is tainted with the plastic,
We’ve thrown into our bins.
CHORUS B
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
God who made the universe,
Looks out on us appalled.

The rich man in his castle,
The poor man at the gate,
All humans high and lowly
Will suffer the same fate.
REPEAT CHORUS B
God gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell,
The choices we are making
To turn the world to hell.
REPEAT CHORUS A

Welcome to Mr Dunn
Welcome to Mr Steve Dunn, the new Head Teacher at Hall
Orchard Church of England Primary School. Mr Dunn has
previously taught at Hall Orchard so knows the school and
Barrow well. Most recently he was Head Teacher at Hathern
Church of England Primary School. He recently wrote in the
School Update, “In some ways it feels like I’ve never been
away! It has been great to be able to meet and greet many of you in the
mornings as I begin to get to know the wider Barrow Family again. If you do see
me out and about, stop me and say ‘Hi’ as I am keen to get to know as many of
you as possible.
Our Priest in Charge, Rev’d Clive, who is also one of the three Foundation
Governors at Hall Orchard said “We are delighted to welcome Mr Dunn to Hall
Orchard School and are really looking forward to building on the links between

the School and Holy Trinity Church. We already have many exciting plans for the
year ahead, starting with Harvest Festival and then Nativity Plays and Carol
Services as we approach Christmas. We wish Mr Dunn well as he starts the new
school year and will be praying for him and all the staff and pupils at the
school.”
____________________________

News from St Mary’s, Walton
Another successful ‘Open Church’ afternoon was held on 6th September.
Thirteen villagers and two canine friends attended. The social committee met
briefly to confirm arrangements for forthcoming events including our Harvest
Celebrations which will be taking place on Sunday 25th September.
St Mary’s was also open for this year’s national ‘Ride and Stride’ event during
which another very successful ‘preloved’ book sale was held. £148 was raised
for the Tower Fund. A donation of £30, raised from sale of refreshments, has
been sent to LHCT (Leicestershire Historic Churches Trust).
Queen Elizabeth II 1926 - 2022
On Friday 9th September St Mary’s bells were chimed 96 times by Mr Bimson
and a short service to reflect on the life of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was
held on Sunday 11th September. A book of condolence is available in church for
villagers and visitors to sign.
Over the next few weeks we will be finalising our plans for Christmas 2022
events which will be published next month.
Diary
Tuesday 4th October 2pm – 4pm Open Church / refreshments available
Tuesday 1st November 2pm – 4pm Open Church / refreshments available
Friday 11th November 10.55am Act of Remembrance followed by coffee
Thursday 17th November Coffee morning CANCELLED
Louise Jackson
Holy Trinity and St Mary’s PCC

Displays of artwork by pupils of Hall Orchard Primary School
to commemorate Queen Elizabeth II

________________________________

A newsletter has just arrived from Ben and Katy Ray, our CMS
Mission Partners, who have recently returned to Neema Crafts in
Tanzania after spending the summer in the UK. As you’ll read, they
have spent the summer visiting churches like ours who support them.
In fact they were at Nanpantan on one Sunday but unfortunately at
the same time as the Holy Trinity morning service.
Dear friends,
Bwana Yesu Asifiwe! Praise the Lord Jesus! You may remember us saying this at
your church this summer. And we do praise him for blessing our time back in
the UK and for returning us safely to Iringa. We will miss our furlough home in
Malvern, where we were able to welcome guests and connect more with our
wonderful link church St Andrews. We’d like to thank Mick and Cheri Down for
their generosity in sharing their house with us for our time back. The church
visits we made around the UK were a great encouragement to us as we shared

and discussed the highs and lows of the last three years. Thank you to all of you
who made our visit so special! If we didn’t manage to come to your church this
time, the good news is that we hope to be back in the UK in Summer 2023. So it
won’t be too long before we have a chance to see you.
Travelling mercies
“Sorry, but you don’t have permission to fly.” These are dreaded words for any
mission partner who has spent time, money and effort getting themselves and
their family to the point of airport check-in. The issue in our case was that
Zachary and Alessia (our eight- and six-year olds) hadn’t got PCR tests for
entering Tanzania. Having previously read advice on the Tanzanian website,
we’d been reassured that tests could be taken once in Tanzania, but our
particular airline thought differently. After about 10 minutes of nail-biting
prayer, we were given another option. We could enter Tanzania if we paid a
$100 fine per child. Of course, when we did arrive into Dar es Salaam, we just
needed to buy a single $10 test! PCRs hadn’t been our major concern as we
hurtled to Gatwick in our rented minibus, but rather whether Tanzanian
immigration would allow us to enter the country at all – our residence permits
are only partially approved. We also had to pass through customs with nine
suitcases heavily laden with assorted supplies for Neema Crafts. As it happened,
we couldn’t have asked for more helpful immigration and customs officials. This
is a cultural aspect of Tanzanian administration that we most missed while in
England; rather than a dead-end “computer says no” response, in Tanzania we
spoke with actual people who could respond in a human way to our situation.
Praise God for volunteers
Chloe and Joe Chettleburgh have now returned to the UK after two years of
service at Neema Crafts. They gave so much of themselves to the community at
Neema Crafts and in Iringa and they will be greatly missed. They leave behind
concrete improvements to the work of the project: Chloe two new websites, a
thriving shop in Dar and a more skilled cafe staff. Joe has a new range of
furniture, two excellently fitted outlets, but most importantly, 15 deaf and
physically disabled men who now have a wider range of carpentry skills and an
ongoing means of income. We returned to our home in Iringa to find Malcolm
Crawford, our ever-willing treasurer for Neema Crafts, still hard at work

improving our accounting systems and supporting our finance team. Having
come to Neema Crafts almost directly from Uganda, he is as we write returning
via Kisiizi Hospital in Uganda, where he will be overseeing a financial audit.
Malcolm (70) and his wife Irene are incredible examples of living distinctively as
Christians in their generosity and unassuming service to others.
Praise God for answered prayers
Thank you for praying with us for Diana Nzagi, who has taken over the orders
management role from Katy at Neema Crafts and is doing an incredible job. She
is a young professional from Dar es Salaam, whom we found via the network of
the very hip Oceans Church there. I asked Diana what things have brought her
joy in her work so far: “I think the sense of community and the willingness of
everyone to help one another out. It’s also been amazing to see people like our
deaf carpenters trained in new techniques to produce beautiful new designs.”
What has been one big challenge for you? “Ensuring consistency and the quality
of products is probably my major challenge. I think this is because, firstly, each
artisan has very different abilities, but also because people have different
awareness of the standards of quality in the wider marketplace.”
Our plans/God’s plans
As we shared with many of you, the new NGO SAFI Tanzania has given us the
opportunity to move to Arusha to work with a range of projects like Neema
Crafts and send our children to a larger international school there. We’ve
decided, however, to stay put for one more year as we help to find and train
new directors of the Neema Centre. Schooling for our children will be a
challenge, but we’re entrusting their Year 2 and Year 4 schooling to the new,
Christian, Legacy International School set up by our good friend Kennely. Please
do pray for Ken and his team of Ugandan teachers as they get to grips with the
Cambridge curriculum and start a school from scratch! Continue to pray too that
we would be able to train new managers at the centre and for wisdom in our
future decisions.
Ben and Katy

FROM THE HOLY TRINITY PRAYER DIARY
Please pray for:
October 2nd – Ministry Team – Rev’d Clive Watts Priest in Charge,
Rev’d Fiona Cotton-Betteridge Associate Priest,
Rev’d Simon Richardson Priest, Pam Knowles, Rex Shaw &
Mike Hyde Readers, David Spencer Pastoral Assistant/Reader
in training & Bob Edge Ordinand
October 9th – Farming Community
October 16th – Organists and Choir
October 23rd – The Church: its Witness and Worship
October 30th - All who have died during the year & for their families
grieving the loss of loved ones

WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCH
For Holy Trinity, Barrow upon Soar and St. Mary’s, Walton-le-Wolds
Churchwardens:
Jeremy Bowman, 07974 967473
Kath Eastwood-Paramore, 07779 623155
Richard Hudson, 413185, 0777 608 6448
PCC Secretary:
Lynne Brookes, 1 Beveridge Street, 07860 197183
Treasurer:
Martin Roberts, 620122
Holy Trinity Church, Barrow on Soar
Verger:
Marion Worrall, 07402 490066
Tower Captain:
Ian Stonehouse, 31 Flint Lane, 412411, 07850 675 014
Sacristan:
Pam Knowles (acting)
St. Mary’s Church, Walton-le-Wolds
Lead Minister:
Pam Knowles, 412774
Churchwardens at St. Mary’s, Wymeswold – Richard Bimson &Michael Henshaw
Churchwarden at St. Andrew’s, Prestwold – Melanie Casteldine

